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“Agreement between two or more persons or entities in 
which there is a promise to do something in return for a 

valuable benefit known as consideration.”

The People's Law Dictionary. S.v. "contract." Retrieved October 26 2023 from https://legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/contract

Contract - Definition
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https://legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/contract
https://legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/contract
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 Two parties: 
• Author(s)
• Publisher

 Contract purpose: publishing a paper in exchange of the total or partial 
transfer of copyright

 A contract is an exchange. Each part gives something to the other. It 
must be as fair as possible for both.

Publishing agreement
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 Authority and integrity of your work
 Dissemination of your work
 Reuse rights for you and the readers

Publishing agreement: possible impact?
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Publisher’s 
conditions

Funder’s 
requirements
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Let’s play together!
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Exercise - Agreements
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 3 real-life agreements: 
• eLife
• Taylor & Francis
• The Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC) – Book chapter

 Discuss your answers to the previously asked questions:
 1. Do you own the rights?
 2. Do you have the right to post your postprint version somewhere

else?
 3. Do you have the right to reuse the article?



eLife
Pu

bl
is

hi
ng

 A
gr

ee
m

en
ts

EP
FL

 L
ib

ra
ry

eLife

Q1: Do you own 
the rights?

YES Page 2: You are granted the Licensed Rights […]

Q2: Do you have 
the right to post 
your postprint
version 
somewhere 
else?

YES
Personal webpage: Yes
Institutional/thematic repositories: 
Yes
Scientific social networks: Yes
Version: any
Embargo: none

Page 1: You are free to: share – copy and redistribute the material in 
any medium or format.

Q3: Do you have 
the right to reuse 
the article?

YES
In my thesis
Version: any
In my next paper
Version: any

P

Page 1: You are free to: adapt – remix, transform, and build upon the 
material. For any purpose, even commercially.

age 4: […] grants you the right to extract, reuse, reproduce, and 
share all or a substantial portion of the contents […]
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Taylor&Francis
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Taylor&Francis

Q1: Do you own 
the rights?

NO , Page 1: […] you, the author assign copyright in your article to 
Informa UK Limited.

Q2: Do you have 
the right to post 
your postprint
version 
somewhere 
else?

YES BUT
Personal webpage: Yes
Institutional/thematic repositories: 
Yes
Scientific social networks: not 
specified
Version: accepted manuscript
Embargo: specific to each journal

Page 2: You […] retain […] the right to post at any time after 
publication of the VoR […] your AM as a digital file on your own 
personal or departmental website, provided that you do not use the 
VoR published by us. […] Please note that embargoes apply.

Q3: Do you have 
the right to reuse 
the article?

YES BUT
In my thesis
Version: any
In my next paper
Version: not specified

Page 2: You […] retain […] the right to include the article in a thesis 
or dissertation that is not to be published commercially, provided that 
acknowledgement to prior publication in the Journal is given.
You […] retain […] the right to use the article in its published form in 
whole or in part without revision or modification in personal 
compilations, or other publications of your own work, provided that 
acknowledgement to prior publication in the Journal is given.



RSC (book chapter)
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RSC

Q1: Do you own 
the rights?

NO licencePage 1: […] you grant to the RSC the exclusive right and 
throughout the world to edit, adapt, translate, reproduce and publish 
the Chapter in whole or in part in all editions, forms and media, 
including electronic media, in the English language and in any 
translations without limitation.

Q2: Do you have 
the right to post 
your postprint
version 
somewhere 
else?

NO
Personal webpage: not specified
Institutional/thematic repositories: 
not specified
Scientific social networks: not 
specified
Version: not specified
Embargo: not specified

Page 1: A written request must be submitted to the RSC for any other 
use than those specified in (i) and (ii) above.

Q3: Do you have 
the right to reuse 
the article?

NO
In my thesis
Version: not specified
In my next paper
Version: not specified

Page 1: The Author […] may […]:
(a) reproduce/republish portions of the Chapter;
(b) adapt the Chapter and reproduce adaptations of the Chapter for 
any purpose other than the commercial exploitation of a Chapter 
similar to the original; and
(c) reproduce, perform, transmit and otherwise communicate the
Chapter to the public in spoken presentations […]
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eLife Taylor & Francis RSC

Q1: Do you own 
the rights?

Yes No No

Q2: Do you have 
the right to post 
your postprint
version 
somewhere 
else?

Yes Yes but No

Q3: Do you have 
the right to reuse 
the article?

Yes Yes but No



 Authority
 Integrity of your work
 Reuse rights
 Sharing and archiving rights

 
Agreements can be unfair for the authors!

Pay attention to…
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 Know your needs (also in link with your funder’s requirements)
 Check publisher’s guidelines (also before submitting)
 Ask more than what you expect

 EPFL Author Amendment

 Publishing Support Fast Guides: 
https://infoscience.epfl.ch/record/281419 

Negotiation tips
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https://www.epfl.ch/about/overview/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Author_Amendment__Extended_Rights_EN.pdf
https://www.epfl.ch/about/overview/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Author_Amendment__Extended_Rights_EN.pdf
https://www.epfl.ch/about/overview/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Author_Amendment__Extended_Rights_EN.pdf
https://www.epfl.ch/about/overview/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Author_Amendment__Extended_Rights_EN.pdf
https://infoscience.epfl.ch/record/281419


As a researcher you can base your decisions about where to publish on 
various factors: 
 Prestige
 Financial constraints
 Engagement to open science
 Your funders’ requirements
 Your/your lab habits
 Your rights as an author

Take the time to choose wisely… And when in doubt, ask your 
librarians!  

Conclusions
Pu

bl
is

hi
ng

 A
gr

ee
m

en
ts

EP
FL

 L
ib

ra
ry

19



Questions and assessment

formations.bib@epfl.ch 
library.epfl.ch
Our trainings Book a librarian

Next 
Science on 

Social Networks 

Information Literacy for Chemists (ENG-619)
Day2: Using
EPFL Library (2025)

mailto:formations.bib@epfl.ch
https://www.epfl.ch/campus/library/fr/bibliotheque/
https://go.epfl.ch/libtraining
https://epfllibrary.simplybook.it/v2/#book
https://epfllibrary.simplybook.it/v2/#book
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